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MRHJRAMDPM TOR THI PRESlDBjT 
SUBJBCTi Flan for Southeast Asia 

The attached Plan for Southeast Asia sets forth suggestions 

fori (a) continuing and expanding our efforts to J 

Deaceful solution based on a Souvanna government! (b ) * ®°^ rs 

of*action to be pursued if ve are successful in achievinga 
or noii * .. not successful in achiering 

^SuTio^ntlo^e. of miliUxy and other action in the 

•rent that (1) the Commnista ^ntlms 

or (2) while not dearly resuming their offensive, tney con**™- 

their •whittling away* action. 

These courses are to a largo extent interrelated as it ia 

S2T2 • 

aggsg W; : 

that ve are prepared to consider more forceful action in the 
SSt S satiifSSy peaceful solution is not achieved. 

The principal points upon which your decision is needed today 
an as follows t 

1 Authorisation immediately to undertake talks with our 
SEATO allies both bilaterally and with the SEATO Council "P 1 "®” 
»^tS« inlangkok, a«t Also with MhJM ae ^ropriate, 

in which we would explore their receptivity toi 

r m \ eniarvinc the concept of bEA.TO Plan 5 *o that if 
the Cofiwunista^ renew their offensive and the decision ia 
made to implement Plan $ the elective would P® ^h« 
o expulsionof Conwuniat forces from all of Scuth«*nLao« 

SriKe Mekong River line, including the Luang Prabang area. 
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.atablishmsnt of such an objective would be conditional upon the will- 
S^rSttSttd ud South Vietnam, wd to a looaar «tont 
Doasibly some other SEATO countries such as the Philippines, 

Pakistan, Australia and New Zealand, to commit additional forces 

to Flan 5* 

s* (b) in the event neither a peaceful settlement is achieved / ^ 

'nor has there been a sufficient f w ^J^- th# Ti ^® n !iT? 0 by % 1 fjf 
i Communis ta to justify consideration . of- implementing SEATO / 

Plan 5, the carrying out of a SEATO exercise in Thailand about 
October 10 ample grow* combat troops, supported by tactical 
•air unite and, on ..completion of the exercise, leaving behind 
'in Thailand. e-SEATO oomand and communications shell prepared 
to r^oh««S, hulo to e^dlt. th. laploaenUtton SEOO 




(^'undertaking add*\ional rotational training or s»£aiu 
oosfcat unite in Thail a n d. 

(d) introducing into Thailand a SEATO River Patrol along 
\ the Tin* of the Mekong, and 

J 

■ y ' ( e ) declaring at an appropriate time a SEATO charter 

1 yellow or charter blue oondition# - — — ■ 

J 2. Immediately increasing our mobile trainingt«am« in Laes 

V and seeking Thai agreement to supplying an equal iwnfeer of Thais 
for the same purpose* 

. J. Lmediately increasing by 2,000 the inufcer of Meos being 
V supported so as to brii« the total up to the level of 11,000. 

, k. Authorising photo reconnaissance by Thai or "sanitised* 

si United StatM°Sr CTart over all of Laos. (This has for the most part 
bean suspended during the cease-fire . ) 

r- 7 As soon as the details are worked out with ICA and Congress- 

C/ional aotion has been taken on the aid bill, a letter from you to 
1 Sarit offering a #150,000,000 line of credit. 


Dean Rusk 



